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Chapter-

| ART AND CULTURE

Bojjannakonda
Why in News

The centuries-old Bojjannakonda is likely to draw tourists not only from across the country but also from nations
like Bhutan, Singapore, Thailand, Sri Lanka, Cambodia and Myanmar, where Buddhism is practised even to this day.

Important Points

e The Central government has sanctioned Rs7.30 crore recently for taking up landscaping and development
of tourist amenities at Bojjannakonda, which is under the control of the Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI).

e The State government, on its part, has allotted a two-and-a-half acre site adjacent to the Buddhist heritage
site to develop a meditation centre 2

Details

¢ Bojjannakonda, also known as
Bojjannakonda and Lingalakonda,
is an ancient Buddhist site located

in the Indian state of Andhra
Pradesh.

Histo %Backgmune .
ﬁ)@nnaknnda 1s‘lgtuated in
&3 Vlsakhapatnam Adistrict  of

ra Pradesh, e town 0

N This-ﬂg--date&ha( to the 4th
and 5th centuries CE, which
corresponds to the period of the Gupta Empire in India.

¢ During this time, Buddhism was a prominent religion in India, and several Buddhist monastic complexes,
stupas, and viharas were constructed.

Architectural Features

¢ Bojjannakonda is renowned for its rock-cut caves and stupas.

e The site consists of two major hills, Bojjannakonda and Lingalakonda, which are dotted with numerous
rock-cut caves and stupas.

e These caves served as viharas or monastic cells for Buddhist monks.

e The architecture of these caves is a testament to the craftsmanship of that era. The intricately carved facades
and entrances of the caves are notable, showcasing the artistic and architectural skills of the time.

Buddhist Heritage
¢ Bojjannakonda is believed to have been an important center for Buddhist learning and monastic activities
during its heyday.

e The site is dedicated to Lord Buddha and is adorned with various sculptures and inscriptions related to
Buddhism. It is believed that the Buddhist monks residing here practiced meditation and disseminated
Buddhist teachings.

Stupas

¢ One of the highlights of Bojjannakonda is the presence of several stupas, both rock-cut and structural.

e These stupas are significant Buddhist monuments used for meditation and veneration. They are often
adorned with intricate carvings and inscriptions that provide historical and religious insights

Inscriptions

e The site contains several inscriptions in the Brahmi script, which have been instrumental in deciphering the
history and chronology of Bojjannakonda.
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e These inscriptions mention the names of donors and provide valuable information about the site’s patrons
and benefactors.

Decline and Rediscovery

e Like many Buddhist sites in India, Bojjannakonda also witnessed a decline in Buddhist influence over
time, possibly due to socio-political changes and the emergence of other religions. The site was eventually
abandoned and forgotten.

e Bojjannakonda remained hidden from the modern world until its rediscovery in the mid-20th century.
Archaeological excavations and research efforts have helped unearth its historical and cultural significance.

Hakki Pikki Tribe

Why in News

Recently, 114 tribal people from the Hakki Pikki tribal community in Karnataka got title deeds to the land they
had been cultivating for about a century.

Important Points

e Hakki Pikkis (Hakki in Kannada means ‘bird’ and Pikki means ‘catchers’) are a semi-nomadic tribe,
traditionally of bird catchers and hunters.

e [t is one of the major tribal communities in Karnataka. They also reside in the Western and Southern states
of India, mostly near forest areas.

¢ The community migrated from Northern India, mainly Gujarat and Rajasthan, and is now mainly
concentrated in Shivamogga, Davanagere, and Mysuru district of Karnataka.

e They are recognized as a Scheduled Tribe in India.

Occupation: l

e After the implementation of stricter wildlife
lawg@,k; the tribe changed its occupation from
héntifg to selling, jpices flowers, Ayurveda
fﬁrmulatmns, and h&rbgl oils.

@ H'ley now travel glnhﬁﬂ}y to sell these products,
Eﬁa&éwlly in the Agl%ﬂl continent; where there|
isa dﬂﬁ‘@d fDMEaper alternatives to Western
medicine. -

Language:

e Despite being surrounded by Dravidian |8
languages and living in southern India, the ™
community speaks an Indo-Aryan language. '

¢ Their mother tongue was designated as “Vaagri’ by scholars.

e UNESCO has listed “Vaagri’ as one of the endangered languages.

Rituals and customs:

e The tribe follows Hindu traditions and celebrates Hindu festivals.

e The tribe prefers cross-cousin marriages. The society is matriarchal, where the groom gives dowry to the
bride’s family.

e The eldest son in a family is not supposed to cut his hair so that he can be identified easily.

e They are non-vegetarians.

Saraswati Samman
Why in News

Tamil writer Sivasankari was honoured with the ‘Saraswati Samman’ in 2022 for her book of memoirs titled
“Surya Vamsam.’

Important Points

e Saraswati Samman is an annual award for outstanding prose or poetry literary works in any of the 22
languages of India listed in Schedule VIII of the Constitution of India. It is named after the Hindu goddess
of knowledge, Saraswati.

e It was instituted by the K.K. Birla Foundation in 1991. The award carries a cash prize of X15 lakh, a citation,
and a plaque.
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e Saraswati Samman 2022 was

recently awarded to a Tamil writer Sa ra Swati Sa mman

Sivasankari for her book of memaoirs,
Surya Vamsam.

e “Surya Vamsam” is a two-volume
work of memoirs that not only
traces the journey of an innocent
child becoming a renowned author
but also captures the societal
transformations over the course of
seven decades, as stated in the award
citation.

e The selection for this award was

made by a Chayan Parishad
(Selection Committee) led by former Supreme Court judge Arjan Kumar Sikri.

e Sivasankari, born in 1942, has a literary career spanning over five decades, during which she has authored 36
novels, 48 novelettes, 150 short stories, five travelogues, seven collections of essays, and three biographies.

e Many of her works have been translated into various Indian languages, as well as English, Japanese, and
Ukrainian.

Sivasankari works

® One of Sivasankari’s greatest contributions to Indian literature is her four-volume work, ‘Knit India Through
Literature, which features the perspectives of literary giants in 18 languages, as expressed through their
stories and interviews.

 She has also had eight of her novels adapted into films, directed by renowned filmmakers, and has won

numemus awards fﬁﬁmer writing, including the national and regional ‘Best Mega Serial’ awards for her
mel ‘Kutti, which éfiplpres the issue of girl child labor.

# 1‘?1 a‘ﬂdltmn to her literary achievements, S}vasankan has been invited to participate in several international

prggtgms including; the International Writérs Program antMfie Tntethbtiohal Visitrs (Prlaéifdﬂl at Towa
University in the United States. Her works have also been recorded in her own voice for the Archives of the
US lerary of Congress to commemorate its bicentennial celebrations.

Puri Temple Ratna Bhandar
Why in News

There is the demand to open the Ratna Bhandar (treasure room) of the Puri Jagannath Temple that has not been
unlocked for three decades.

Impnrtant Points

¢ Demands to open the Ratna Bhandar gained
strength after the Archaeological Survey
of India (ASI) (the custodian of the 12th-
century shrine) gave a requisition for repair/
conservation of the chamber.

e There are apprehensions that cracks hav
emerged in its walls that could endanger the =
precious ornaments stored there.

What is Puri temple Ratna Bhandar?

e The precious ornaments of sibling deities
— Lord Jagannath, Lord Balabhadra and Goddess Subhadra given b}r devotees and erstwhile kings over
centuries, are stored in the Ratna Bhandar of the 12th century shrine.

It is located within the temple and has two chambers:
e Bahara Bhandar (outer chamber): It is opened regularly to fetch ornaments for the deities during the ‘Suna

Besha' (golden attire), a key ritual during the ‘Annual Rath Yatra, and also during major festivals throughout
the year.
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e Bhitar Bhandar (inner chamber): It has not opened in the past 38 years.

e Ithad 12,831 bhari (one bhari equal to 11.66gm) of gold ornaments fitted with precious stones and 22,153
bhari of silver utensils, among others.

When was the Ratna Bhandar last opened?

e According to official sources, the last inventory was made between May 13 and July 23, 1978.

¢ Though it was opened again on July 14, 1985, the inventory was not updated.

e Permission of the Odisha government is required to open the treasure house.

Jagannatha Puri Temple

e Most of the main temple sites are located in ancient Kalinga — modern Puri District, including Bhubaneswar
or ancient Tribhuvanesvara, Puri and Konark.

e [t was built by Anantavarman of the Chodaganga dynasty in the 10th century. However, the deities within
the shrine are believed to be much older.

e Subsequently, in 1230, king Anangabhima III dedicated his kingdom to the deity and proclaimed himself as
the ‘deputy’ of the god.

1. All those who conquered Orissa, such as the Mughals, the Marathas and the English East India Company,
attempted to gain control over the temple. They felt that this would make their rule acceptable to the local people.

The Architectural Features

e These are classified in three orders, i.e., Rekha Deula, Pidha Deula and Khakhara Deula.

The temples of Odisha constitute a distinct substyle within the Nagara Order.

Deul (the shikhara): It is vertical almost until the top when it suddenly curves sharply inwards.

Jagamohana (the mandapas): The hall which is almost square

The most repeated form is the horseshoe shape, which has come from the earliest times, starting with the

large windows of the chaitya-grihas.

e Compartmentsand niches are generally square, the exterior of the temples are lavishly carved, their interiors
generally quite bare. Odisha temples usually have boundary walls.

Edakkal’‘Caves
Why in Néws ~ | i Al 1At
Recently, Kerala Tourism'launched a 2.9-crore rupee project to improve civic amenities around the Edakkal
Caves in-Wayanad.

Impﬂrtant Points

e These caves are located 3,900 feet above sea level in the majestic Ambukuthi Hills.

e The name Edakkal itself means “a stone in between”.

¢ The unique, intricate stone carvings date back to the Neolithic and Mesolithic ages.

e The caves are two natural formations that are believed to have been formed by a large split in a huge rock.
e These feature Neolithic-era pictorial writings believed to date to at least 6,000 BCE.

Features: '

e The caves sport human and animal figures ‘
besides symbols and letters. Z
e Inside the caves are pictorial drawings and &8
engravings that indicate the presence of 2% :
ancient human settlements in the region. [

are not actually caves. They are part of a
prehistoric rock shelter that was formed
naturally when one huge boulder got
wedged between two bigger ones.

¢ Human figures, animals, tools, vehicles,
day-to-day occurrences, and scripts in different languages have been discovered here.

e The diversity of the engravings suggests that the Edakkal caves were inhabited several times at different
points in history.

e The Muniyaras, or ancient burial sites that have been discovered in these hills have yielded a rich collection
of ancient earthenware and pottery.
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Someshwara inscription
Why in News

Recently, archaeologists discovered a rare inscription connected to the Alupa dynasty during a recent
archaeological exploration at Someshwara near Mangaluru, Karnataka.

Important Points

e The inscription was the first record of the Alupas dynasty that announced the death of king Kulashekara
Alupendra I also mentions terms related to the Siri cult, such as Siri, Dalya and Chattara (Chatra).

The human figures shown in the inscription represent Kulashekara Alupendra himself.
A Kesava is responsible for the erection of the edifice in honour of Kulashekara Alupendra.
It has two panels on the top, and in between the two panels the first line is engraved.

The rest of the inscription written below the panels is in the Kannada script and the language of 12th

century characters announces the death of Alupendra I.

e The Keerthi sthamba or pillar found in the inscription is a replica of the original pillar found in the premises
of a church in Kulashekara, Karnataka.

e [t was significant in the study of Tuluva history and culture.

Depiction of Kulashekara Alupendra in the
inscription:

e In the first figure, he is standing in Tribhanga (tri-
bent posture) and holds a sword in his right hand
while the left hand rests on a gurani (shield).

e To the left of this panel, divided by a pillar, the

King is shown in a sitting posture on a mound

resting both his palms on the centre of his legs in
mudra. .

MW Kulashekara WHC}I‘E?
ﬁhshekara Alupe% I was a famous ruler of

upas of Sout ara. \of
. Y sty b G i
HE laﬂ

wn-strict rules and regulations for temple administration, whlch are still followed in all temples
in this region.
e He was the first ruler to give royal patronage to Tulu language and culture.
e He ruled from both the capitals, Mangaluru and Barkuru.
e He ruled Tulunadu from 1156-1215 A.D., as per the records found.
Origins of the Soma cult:

e The Soma cult was founded by Soma Sharma of Gujarat in the 11th century AD and it spread across the
country.

e The Someshwara temple at Someshwara was built during the time of Kulashekara Alupendra in honour of
Soma and adorned with Nava Durgas.

¢ Independent Navadurga sculptures in sitting posture are found in the temple.

e Alupendra I ruled Tulunadu from 1156-1215 A.D., as known from his other records.
e Though the present inscription is undated, it is datable to 12th century on the basis of paleography.

with Education

Bhimashankar Temple
Why in News

At the Bhimashankar temple, tensions ran high recently when a brawl broke out between two sets of religious
leaders known as pujaris over who would lead the puja.

Important Points

It is an ancient Hindu shrine dedicated to Lord
Location: It is located in the Sahyadri hills in the Pune District of Maharashtra.
It is considered one of the 12 holy Jyotirlinga shrines in India.

e & @ 9

In recent times, Bhimashankar has gained tremendous significance since it was declared a “Wildlife
Sanctuary”. This sanctuary is a part of the Western Ghats.
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e Bhimashankar is the source of the river Bhima.

History:

e It was built around the 13th century. It is a
testament to the skills of the Vishwakarma
sculptors.

e Structures such as the shikhara (spires) were
added by Maratha Empire statesman Nana
Phadnavis in the 18th century. :

e The Maratha ruler, Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, §
is also believed to have facilitated worship here
through his endowments.

Architecture:

e [tisa composite of old and new structures in the
Nagara style of architecture.

e The temple features huge court spaces, intricate carvings on walls, and colossal pillars.

e The sanctum of the temple, called Garbhgriha, has been constructed at a lower level inside which the sacred
Jyotirlinga is present.

e The Swayambhoo, or self-emanated Shiv Linga, is precisely in the center of the floor of the Sanctum
Sanctorum.

e The massive pillars and doorframes of the temple are awash with exquisite mythological carvings of divine
figures and holy symbols.

e The temple also houses an ancient shrine of Lord Shani which is considered very auspicious by the devotees.

e The statue of Nandi, the revered bull who's the vehicle of Shiva, is present right at the entrance of the temple.

What are Jyotirlingas?

e A ﬁ{ﬁgﬂingﬂ is a sl;ﬂnf: where Lord Shiva is worshipped in the form of a Jyotirlingam.

® 'H:JEIE are currentlyl? main Jyotirlingas in India.

e The 12 Jyotirlinga temples in India take the name of the premdmg deity. Each considered a different
Rpfyfestatiogof Loghghiva. T\ oforming Lives with Education

12 ]}fn’m‘lﬁ}gas in India aﬂf «-’

Snmnﬂthjynttrhﬂﬂga in Gir, Gujarat

Mallikarjuna Jyotirlinga in Srisailam, Andhra Pradesh

Mahakaleshwar Jyotirlinga in Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh

Omkareshwar Jyotirlinga in Khandwa, Madhya Pradesh

Baidyanath Jyotirlinga in Deoghar, Jharkhand

Bhimashankar Jyotirlinga in Maharashtra

——
—

Ramanathaswamy Jyotirlinga in Rameshwaram, Tamil Nadu
Nageshwar Jyotirlinga in Dwarka, Gujarat

Kashi Vishwanath Jyotirlinga in Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh
Trimbakeshwar Jyotirlinga in Nasik, Maharashtra
Kedarnath Jyotirlinga in Rudraprayag, Uttarakhand
Ghrishneshwar Jyotirlinga in Aurangabad, Maharashtra

Dhordo in United Nations World Tourism Organization’s list

Why in News
Dhordo in Gujarat made it to the United Nations World Tourism Organization’s (UNWTOQO) best villages list.

Impnrtant Points

e The UNWTO is a United Nations agency focusing on responsible tourism.

e These villages have been chosen for how theyre growing visitor numbers without ruining what it is the
visitors are coming to see.

e The accolade recognizes rural destinations that are embracing tourism as a driver of development and new
opportunities for jobs and income, while preserving and promoting community-based values and products.

¢ The initiative also recognizes villages for their commitment to innovation and sustainability in all its aspects
— economic, social and environmental.
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e It also recognizes the focus on developing tourism in line Gov
with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). “1)) h
e A grand total of 32 villages across the globe made the list.

e Theres no ranking - instead, the destinations are listed
alphabetically by country. Awarded as
e Each country was allowed to submit up to three villages for Best Tourism Villa ge

consideration — and only Spain succeeded in qualifying all
three of its villages.

e (alled the “Best Tourism Villages” initiative, while enacting
sustainable tourism, and reducing emissions and waste the
program aims to:

» combat rural depopulation,
» advance gender equality,
» innovation,

» infrastructure and investment, and
» reduce regional income and development inequality.

Copyright of Religious Texts

Why in News

The Delhi High Court has found large-scale infringement in the reproduction on the Internet of copyrighted
works of the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust, which publishes books and commentaries on Indian religious philosophy
and spiritualism, especially classic Vaishnava texts.

Impnrtan%lﬂpmts X

= Irﬁ-*a,@ order, the coust ﬂlﬂwed the trust to approach tech companies Google and Meta with takedown orders
Q@i‘hst those repmd’gcfgug copyrighted works on the Srimad Bhagavad Gita.

About the trust: /P

o The ﬁﬁhaktwedant@ gﬁnk Trust Wwhb \éstablished ) in ) 197 0 b\y‘ Bhaktivedanta 'Stwadi_Prabh uﬁéda (Srila
Praﬁhup a). # @_ﬁ =

e He 3156 founded the Gaudiya Vaishnava religious organisation International Society for Krishna
Consciousness (ISKCON), colloquially known as the Hare Krishna Movement.

Are religious texts protected by copyright?

e Religious scriptures are in the public domain, and in copyright law, no exclusive intellectual property rights
apply to creative works in the public domain.

e So, the Old Testament and New Testament, or the King James Version (KJV) of the Bible, one of the most
widely used translations of the Bible, are not protected by copyright.

e However, many modern translations of the Bible are copyright-protected because they represent new
creative works by the translators.

e Forexample, the New International Version (NIV), which was first published in 1978, is copyright-protected.

e Permission would be needed or the terms set by the holder of the copyright would have to be followed in
order to use the NIV text for certain purposes.

e While the Ramayana and Mahabharata are not protected by copyright, the television series Ramayana
created by Ramanand Sagar or B R Chopras Mahabharata are transformative works that would be protected.

The copyright law in India:

e Indian copyright law protects original work, a creative and independently created expression fixed in a
tangible medium.

e The law grants the creator/ author of the work the exclusive right to use, reproduce, distribute, perform, and
display their work.

e The law also protects transformative work which is a creative/ artistic work that takes existing material (text,
music, art) and significantly modifies, reinterprets, or builds upon it to create something new and distinct.

The case of the petitioner Bhaktivedanta Book Trust

e The trust said that its founder’s works published in various Indian and foreign languages had simplified the
religious books and scriptures making it easy for the common man to understand.
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e The copyright of his work would vest with the trust after he died in 1977.

e The trust claimed that certain websites, mobile apps, and Instagram handles were making available a large
number of the trust’s copyrighted works almost in a verbatim manner on their online platforms without its
permission, which amounted to infringement.

What did the HC say?

e Initsinterim order, the court said adaptation of the scriptures, including explanation, meaning, interpretation
or creating any audio visual works, would be entitled to copyright protection.

e The court said this is so because these are the original works of the authors themselves.

e Thus, there can be no objection in the actual reproduction of the text of Srimad Bhagavad Gita or similarly
other spiritual books.

e However, the manner in which the same is interpreted by different gurus and spiritual teachers being varied
in nature, copyright would vest in respect of the original parts of the literary works which preach, teach or
explain the scripture.

e Since Srila Prabhupada had himself handed over the copyrights to be administered by the trust, the works
cannot be reproduced without authorization, licence or the permission of the trust.

e The HC found that the shlokas in Prabhupada’s books, as well as their anuvaad (translation) and tatparya
(intention) had been reproduced by the defendant entities.

e The court agreed that if not checked, such piracy would cause an immense loss of revenue to the trust.

N\ e ‘-.x_'
- &
\Ij w &
g & @ | . , . ~
.\¢ o/ ransforming Lives with Education
-i- 8 p‘ﬁz-
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Chapter-

2 POLITY & GOVERNANCE

UAPA Act

Why in News

The Delhi Police has sealed the office of news portal NewsClick, by invoking the UAPA Act, alleging it received
money for pro-China propaganda.

Important Points

e UAPA presents an alternate criminal law framework where the general principles of criminal law are
reversed. By relaxing timelines for the state to file chargesheets and its stringent conditions for bail,
the UAPA gives the state more powers compared with the Indian Penal Code (IPC).

e Enacted: 1967 INTHE LOK SABHA

e Mandate: It is aimed at
u : . NATIONAL INVESTIGATION AGENCY AMENDMENT BILL, 2019
more effective prevention of

) T Empowers NIA Allows NIA Allow the Centre and states to
certain unlawful activities of to probe terror | to probe designate sessions courts as special
individuals and associations attacks target- cyber-crimes | court for trial __

. : : ing Indians, and cases of ,.--———_"—""—;-—-—"'—'-‘.-
fnr. Flfaaling with terrorist Indian interests | human traf- J jﬂﬂ!‘
activities'. on foreign soil ficking ‘m‘F —'i | l Il\\h.

e Unlawful activity: Unlawful -

Tu\V 8 RN NE) VWG Tl UNLAWFUL ACTIVITIES (PREVENTION) | PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS
which constitutes, @ crime ACT AMENDMENT BILL (AMENDMENT) BILL

o “which contraveries any yAPA Bill empowers NIADGto | Increase NHRC | A retired
laws whether such mnduct approve seizure/attachment of | members Supreme

¢ . property in case from two to Court judge
oeciitred before oF after the three, one of | could also be
cﬂmmentement of this Act Inspector of NIA can investigate which will be a | considered as
and whether Such conduct ©ffences under chapter IV and Vi woman chairperson
occurred in the Republic or
elsewhere.

e Terrorist act: Section 15 of the ACt defines “terrorist act” and is punishable with imprisonment for a
term of at least five years to life.

Power to central government:

e The Act assigns absolute power to the central government, by way of which if the Centre deems an
activity as unlawful then it may, by way of an Official Gazette, declare it so.

e Applicability: The provisions of this Act apply also to—
(a) citizens of India outside India;
(b) persons in the service of the Government, wherever they may be; and
(c) persons on ships and aircrafts, registered in India, wherever they may be.

Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA) Amendment Act 2019
o The Act empowers the government to designate individuals as terrorists.

o Under the Act, the central government may designate an organisation as a terrorist organisation if it:
i) commits or participates in acts of terrorism,

(
(ii) prepares for terrorism,

(iii) promotes terrorism, or

(iv) is otherwise involved in terrorism.

o Approval for seizure of property by NIA: Under the Act, an investigating officer is required
to obtain the prior approval of the Director General of Police to seize properties that may be
connected with terrorism.

o The Act defines terrorist acts to include acts committed within the scope of any of the treaties
listed in a schedule to the Act.
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1. The Schedule lists nine treaties, including the Convention for the Suppression of Terrorist Bombings (1997),

the Convention against Taking of Hostages (1979) and the International Convention for Suppression of
Acts of Nuclear Terrorism (2005).

e Issues with UAPA Hard line
e Low conviction: According to a source, in 2018-20, as The UAPA Bill, 2019, amends the Unlawful Activities

many as 4,690 people were arrested under the UAPA but CHE . s_""““hw"’
. TERRORISM: Under | SEIZURE OF PROPERTY: Under
only 3% were convicted. AL GG | O AC S it

e Sharp Rise in Use: This caution is significant given the w’“'"'_,""'" oot :m't:'%"mﬂm:

harp surge in ate’ f this provision in a ®ateroristorgani- | be connected with terrorism. If
sharp surge the state’s use of this provisio a oy e ¢ . L

sweeping range of alleged offences - against tribals in orparticipates in . an officer of the National Investiga-

Chhattisgarh, those using social media through proxy m"'h"’,'m""m ?h'“n'm'cmg.::,'m' is

servers in Jammu and Kashmir; and journalists in ﬁmmﬁ | _mandatory
Manipur among others. in terrorism. The Bill INVESTIGATION: Under the Act,
; e . ) investigation of cases may be
e Stringent Provision of bail: The standard for bail under mn-d lgunn-“m- r-ﬁu'
the UAPA is that it cannot be granted unless the court is num“ﬂuu;nur' o

of the view that the accused is innocent of the alleged
offence.

e [t means that the onus of proof of innocence for the 4
purpose of obtaining bail is effectively reversed. It is for S
the accused to show that he is innocent.

e Highly Discretionary: It confers upon the government broad discretionary powers and also authorizes
the creation of special courts with the ability to use secret witnesses and to hold closed-door hearings.

e Ignoring Fundamental Rights: It can simply be used to bypass fundamental rights and procedures.
For instance, those arrested under UAPA can be incarcerated up to 180 days without a charge sheet
betpﬁ filed. X

e It'thus directly vmlatm Article 21 of the constitution.

Relaﬁgt;ﬁSupreme Court Rulings:

e In 2019, the SC defined prima facie nagrnwl to.mean that the cﬂurt must not analy e evidence or
circumstances, b&f look at the “fotality of thg cdse” breien\téd by the 'state. = C1LICCILION

e In m&viahﬂﬁf Ahmed Watali, the SC read the bail provisions strictly, holding that courts must only
be satisfied that a prima facie case can be made out to deny bail, and not consider the merit or the
admissibility of the evidence.

Bihar Caste Survey
Why in News

According to the latest caste survey conducted by the Bihar government, the State has a diverse social composition
with more than 63% of its population belonging to the Other Backward Classes (OBCs) and Extremely Backward
Classes (EBCs).

Dspiciaiie D What preliminary results show

This is the first time since Independence that all castes have been

e The SUI_'VEY _toul_( “"tf:’ accagr_lt a perscm.s enumerated across a region in a physical government headcount
economic situation in addition to their 63 IV
(]

caste, which will help build new policies and 15-5% SHARE IN STATE'S
: . UNRESERVED POPULATION

programmes for the advancement of all classes. & trneral
Caste Census: A contentious issue i
e Data on Scheduled Castes and Scheduled

OTHER
BACKWARD
CLASSES

36% | 211%

Tribes were pUthhEd fﬂllDWng EVETY  musums EBC or Extremely BC or Backward Sy
independent India census from 1951 to [y ™™ Backward Classes |  Classes 1.7%
2011, but no information on other castes. e y gms..'ﬂ
Before that, caste information was included s 19.7% e
. : yastha SC or Scheduled .
in every Census up until 1931. Brahmin and 10.7% Source:

y P ok i | I NOTIFIED CASTES IN BIHAR Castes -

e (aste-based data, however, was gathered
but not released in 1941. There would not

have been an all-India caste table, according to MWM Yeats, the census commissioner at the time.
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