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Chapter-

| ART AND CULTURE

National Unity Day

Why in News

October 31 is celebrated as National Unity Day or Rashtriya Ekta Diwas to remember and honour Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel, who played a big part in bringing different regions together to make India a united country after

it became independent from British rule.

Impnrtant Points

e National Unity Day, also known as Rashtriya Ekta Diwas, is celebrated on October 31 each year to honour
the birth anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, the country’s first home minister.

e Patel played a crucial role in India’s struggle for independence and later in integrating the princely states
into the Union of India.

e 'The Indian government declared in 2014 that Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel’s birth anniversary on October 31
would be celebrated as National Unity Day.

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
e Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, also known as the Iron Man of India, was one of the most influential leaders of
the Indian National Congress and a key figure in the Indian freedom struggle.

e He was also the first Deputy Prime Minister and Home Minister of independent India, who played a vital
role in integrating more than 560 princely states into the Indian Union.

Early Life and Career
e OSardar Patel was born on October 31, 1875, in Nadiad, Gujarat, to a farmer’s family. He studied law and
became a successful lawyer.

¢ He went England to study law in 1910 and returned as a barrister in 1913.

Entry into Politics

e Sardar Patel’s political career began when he met Mahatma Gandhi in 1917 and joined his non-violent
movement against British rule.

e Heled the Kheda Satyagraha in 1918, a peasant uprising against oppressive taxation by the British. He also

organized relief work during the plague and famine in Kheda.

e In 1924, he became the President of the Ahmedabad Municipal Board and improved the sanitation, water
supply, and drainage systems of the city.

e He participated in the Non-Cooperation Movement, Civil Disobedience Movement, Quit India Movement,
and Salt Satyagraha.

e In 1928, he led the Bardoli Satyagraha, a massive campaign of tax resistance by farmers in Gujarat. He
successfully negotiated with the British authorities and won concessions for the farmers. It was after this
campaign that he earned the title of Sardar, meaning leader or chief.

e In 1931, he was elected as the President of the Indian National Congress at its Karachi session. He passed a
resolution on fundamental rights and economic policy, which included demands for civil liberties, universal
adult franchise, minimum wages, abolition of untouchability, and protection of minorities.

Role in Independence and Partition
e Sardar Patel was a member of the Congress Working Committee and a close associate of Mahatma Gandhi.

e He supported Gandhi’s decision to call off the Civil Disobedience Movement in 1934 after the brutal
suppression by the British.

e He backed Gandhi’s proposal to launch the Quit India Movement in 1942, calling for immediate and
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unconditional independence.

e He was one of the leaders who negotiated with the British Cabinet Mission in 1946 for the transfer of
power.

e He nppneed the idea of partition of India on re]jginne grnnnds but aeeepted it as a pragmatic solution to
avoid civil war. He was also instrumental in persuading Gandhi to give his consent for partition.

e He was appointed as the Chairman of the Advisory Committee on Fundamental Rights, Minorities, and

Tribal and Excluded Areas by the Constituent Assembly of India. ——
Integration of Princely States N ATI O N Al—

e Sardar Patel’s most remarkable
achievement was his role in the inte gration

of more than 560 princely states into the
Indian Union after independence.

e He used diplomacy, persuasion, incentives,
and threats to convince the reluctant
rulers to accede to India.

' ¥
"/"’ B e e ] S S WU .

e He dealt with the complex issues of 4
boundaries, administration, security, and -
ey

finance that arose from the merger of ' = o

states.

o e (Sl

e He faced many challenges and conflicts
during this process, such as the annexation §
of Hyderabad by Indian troops after an
armed revolt by Razakars (a militant group loyal to the Nizam), the accession of Junagadh after a plebiscite
that favoured India ever Pakistan and the integration of Kashmir after an invasion by Pakistani tribesmen.

e Healso established an all-India civil service known as the Indian Administrative Service (IAS) to replace the
British-era Indian Civil Service (ICS). He envisioned the IAS as a professional and impartial bureaucracy
that would serve as “the steel frame” of India’s governance.

Death and Legacy

e Sardar Patel died on December 15,1950, at the age of 75 due to a heart attack. He was cremated at Sonapur
(now Raj Ghat) in Delhi. His death was mourned by millions of Indians who regarded him as a national
hero.

e DSardar Patel is widely regarded as one of the founding fathers of modern India. His birthday, October 31,
is celebrated as National Unity Day or Rashtriya Ekta Diwas to honour his contributions to the nation. He
is also remembered for his courage, determination, pragmatism, and statesmanship.

e He has been honoured with many awards and recognitions, such as the Bharat Ratna (India’s highest civilian

award) in 1991, the Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel National Memorial in Ahmedabad, the Sardar Sarovar Dam
on the Narmada River, and the Statue of Unity, a 182-meter tall statue of Patel near the Sardar Sarovar
Dam, which is the world’s tallest statue.

Geoglyph
Why in News

A geoglyph in the form of a circle said to be 3,000 years old has been recently unearthed on the outskirts of
Mudichu Thalapalli in the Medchal-Malkajgiri district of Telangana.

Important Points

e Itis alarge design or motif (generally longer than 4 metres) produced on the ground and typically formed
by clastic rocks or similarly durable elements of the landscape, such as stones, stone fragments, gravel, or
earth.

e A geoglyph is created by arranging or moving objects within a landscape.
e 'There are two types of geoglyphs, namely positive and negative geoglyphs.
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e Positive geoglyph: It is formed by the arrangement and alignment of materials on the ground in a manner
akin topetroforms (which are simply outlines created using boulders).

e Negative geoglyph: It is formed by removing part of the natural ground surface to create differently coloured
or textured ground in a manner akin to petroglyphs.

e There is another variation of a geoglyph that involves seeding plants in a special design. The design usually
takes years to see since it depends on the plants growing. This type of geoglyph is called an arbour glyph.

e Another type of geoglyph often referred to as ‘chalk giants’ are those carved into hillsides, exposing the
bedrock beneath.

Geoglyphs in History:

e From ancient times, the most widely known geoglyphs
are the Nazca Lines of Peru, which have been a
mystery to this day.

e Other geoglyphs from the past include the Megaliths
in the Urals, the Uffington White Horse, the Long
Man of Wilmington, and many others.

Features of the geoglyph unearthed from Telangana:
e Etched on a low-lying granitoid hillock, the geoglyph

spans 5 metres in diameter and has a perfect circular ™

shape.

e Surrounding the circle is a 30-centimetre-wide rim, and within the circle are two triangles.
e It is dated to the Iron Age, specifically around 1000 BCE.

e It is suggested that this circle might have served as a model for megalithic communities in planning their
circular burial sites.

Key facts about Nazca Lines:
e The lines are a group of massive geoglyphs in southern Peru’s Nazca Desert.

e Experts estimate that they were designed anywhere in the period from 500 BCE to 500 CE.
e Some of the lines are straight, while others depict designs of animals and plants.

e All the lines have a combined length of more than 808 miles, while they cover an area of around 19 square
miles.

¢ An individual design has a width of between 0.2 and 0.7 miles.
e All the designs were made by removing the top layer of soil. The depth of a line is anywhere between four

and six inches.
e Some of the shapes are visible from a height of as much as 1,500 feet.

¢ The preservation of the lines over the years can be attributed to the dry and windless climate of the region.

Tamil Lambadi Art
Why in News

Porgai Artisan Association Society, with 60 plus women, has been
making and selling embroidered clothes to ensure that there is
awareness about the art form and that it is passed onto the next
generation.

Important Points
¢ Origins in the Tamil Nadu region of India.

e Rooted in the cultural practices and traditions of the
Lambadi community.

e Influenced by historical, social, and religious factors within
the community.
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Characteristics
e Vibrant color schemes with a focus on bold and contrasting hues.

e Intricate embroidery and mirror work that embellish textiles and clothing.

e Symbolic representations of nature, folklore, and traditional beliefs.

e Usage of geometric patterns and intricate designs to create visually appealing art forms.

e Incorporation of traditional Lambadi motifs and symbols passed down through generations.
Significance

e Reflects the rich cultural heritage and identity of the Lambadi community.

e Serves as a medium for storytelling and preserving cultural narratives.

e Symbolizes the community’s close connection with nature and its surroundings.

e Represents the vibrant lifestyle and celebratory spirit of the Lambadi people.

Important Elements
e Lambadi Textiles: Intricately embroidered textiles adorned with mirrors, beads, and vibrant threads.

e Lambadi Jewelry: Ornate and colorful jewelry pieces, often made using traditional techniques and materials.

e [Lambadi Paintings: Artistic representations on fabric or canvas that depict the community’s folklore,
traditions, and daily life.

e [.ambadi Dance and Music: Traditional dance forms and music that accompany various cultural celebrations
and rituals within the community.

A Nomadic Dialect

¢ Origins and Nomadic Heritage: Reflects the cultural heritage and historical migration patterns of the
Lambadi community.

e Regional Dialects and Script Usage: Written using the scripts of dominant languages in respective regions
(e.g., Devanagari, Kannada, Tamil, or Telugu script).

e Bilingualism and Regional Integration: Proficiency in Telugu, Kannada, or Marathi depending on
geographical location and neighboring communities.

Lambadi Dance

e Cultural Significance and Historical Context: Reflects community spirit, celebratory traditions, and
historical narratives.

e (Characteristics of the Lambadi Dance Form: Characterized by graceful movements, rhythmic footwork,
and expressive gestures, often performed with metal pots on the head.

e Attire and Jewelry in Lambadi Dance Performances: Colorful dresses with embroidery and mirrors,

accompanied by beaded jewelry, symbolizing cultural richness and vitality.

Temples Cave in Ratnagiri
Why in News

A professor of ancient Indian history and his team of
researchers have discovered two rock-cut Shaivite temple
caves in a forested area near Rajapur, Ratnagiri, about

380km from Mumbai.

Impnrtant Points

® Ratnagiri is a coastal district located on the

western coast of Maharashtra, India, bordered by
the Arabian Sea.

History and Cultural Heritage:

e The district has witnessed the influence of various

dynasties, including the Mauryas, Chalukyas,
Rashtrakutas, and the Marathas.

e The cultural fabric of Ratnagiri is woven with
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vibrant traditions, folk arts, and cultural practices that reflect the influence of the Konkani culture, adding
to the diversity and richness of the region’s cultural heritage.

Natural Attractions:
e Ratnagiri is renowned for its pristine beaches, including Ganapatipule Beach, Mandvi Beach, and Bhatye
Beach.

e 'The district is characterized by its lush green hills, verdant valleys, and scenic landscapes.

Historical Landmarks:
e Ratnagiri Fort: built during the Bahamani reign and later fortified by the Marathas.

e Thibaw Palace: Formerly known as the Bhor Palace, Thibaw Palace is a historical edifice that served as the
exile residence of the last Burmese king, King Thibaw, and his family.

Horticultural Significance:

® Ratnagiri is famous for its Alphnnsn mangoes.

e The district is also known for its cashew plantatiﬂns.

Cultural Festivals:
Ganesh Chaturthi.

e Nariyal Purnima: Nariyal Purnima, also known as Coconut Day, is celebrated with rituals and festivities
centered around the worship of the sea and coconut.

Elephanta Caves
e Elephanta Caves is a UNESCO World Heritage Site situated on Elephanta Island in Mumbai Harbour,
Maharashtra.

e Believed to have been constructed between the 5th and 8th centuries AD, the caves represent an important
era in Indian history, reflecting the rich cultural tapestry of ancient India.

History:

e While the exact origins remain debated, it is generally believed that the Elephanta Caves were built during
the rule of various dynasties, including the Chalukyas and the Rashtrakutas.

Architecture;
¢ 'The caves exhibit exemplary rock-cut architecture.

e 'The caves are divided into main areas, including the main cave or the Great Cave, smaller caves, and various

sculptural panels, each representing a unique aspect of Hindu religious and mythological beliefs.

e 'The layout and design of the caves reflect the principles of Hindu temple architecture, incorporating
elements such as mandapas (halls), pillars, and intricate carvings depicting stories from Hindu mythology.

Sculptures and Artwork:

e 'The caves are adorned with numerous sculptures of Hindu gods and goddesses, with a primary focus on
depictions of Lord Shiva in various forms, such as Nataraja, Ardhanarishvara, and Mahayogi.

e 'The sculptures are characterized by their expressive and dynamic forms, showcasing the mastery of ancient
Indian sculptors in capturing subtle emotions and intricate details.

e 'The sculptures at Elephanta Caves symbolize various aspects of Hindu mythology, philosophy, and the
cosmic cycle, reflecting the cyclical nature of life, death, and rebirth as depicted in Hindu religious texts.

Main Features:

e Shiva-Centric Themes and Depictions: The caves primarily emphasize the cult of Lord Shiva, with sculptures
and reliefs depicting various aspects of his divine persona, including his role as the creator, preserver, and
destroyer.

e Notable Sculptures such as the Trimurti and Ardhanarishvara: The Trimurti sculpture, depicting the three
aspects of the divine - Brahma, Vishnu, and Shiva - is one of the most iconic and revered sculptures in the
caves. The Ardhanarishvara sculpture symbolizes the unity and balance of male and female energies in the
universe.
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Birsa Munda

Why in News

The Prime Minister recently announced he will go to the native village of tribal icon Birsa Munda on his birth
anniversary and launch a welfare scheme for the community.

Important Points
e He was a folk hero and a tribal freedom fighter hailing from the Munda tribe.

e He spearheaded an Indian tribal mass movement that arose in the Bihar and Jharkhand belts in the early
19th century under British colonisation.

¢ Munda rallied the tribals to fight against the forceful land grabbing carried out by the British government,
which would turn the tribals into bonded labourers and force them to abject poverty.

e He influenced his people to realise the importance of owning their land and asserting their rights over it.

e As a reaction to the introduction of the Zamindari system, or Permanent settlement in tribal areas, Birsa

Munda in 1894 declared “Ulgulan”, or revolt, against the British and the Dikus — the outsiders.
e He created a faith called ‘Birsait’.

e Known as ‘Dharti Abba' or the Earth Father,
Birsa Munda stressed the need for the tribals
to study their own religion and not forget their
cultural roots.

e Birsa Munda propagated the principles of |
Hindu religion.

e He died on June 9, 1900, at age 25.

e His struggle against exploitation and
discrimination against tribals led to a big hit

against the British government in the form of the Chotanagpur Tenancy Act being passed in 1908. The act
restricted the passing on of land from the tribal people to non-tribals.

e In recognition of his impact on the national movement, the state of Jharkhand was created on his birth
anniversary in 2000.

e November 15, the birth anniversary of Birsa Munda, was declared ‘Janjatiya Gaurav Divas by the Central
Government in 2021.

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
Why in News

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj’s statue unveiled in Kupwara in Jammu and Kashmir

Impnrtant Points

¢ 'The foundation stone of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj’s statue was laid in the Indian Army’s 41 Rashtriya

Rifles Maratha Light Infantry Regiment at Kupwara district in north Kashmir which shares its border with
Pakistan.

e For this, soil and water from five forts namely Shivneri, Torna, Rajgad, Pratapgad and Raigad were brought.

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
e He is one of the most revered rulers in India and is credited to have founded the Maratha Empire in the
17th century.

Early days:
e Shivaji Maharaj was born in the hill fort of Shivneri now located in Pune city of Maharashtra.
e Shivaji is believed to have been named after a local deity called the goddess Shivai.

e Shivaji’'s mother, Jijabai was the daughter of Lakhuji Jadhavrao of Sindkhed. His father Shahajiraje Bhosale

was a prominent Sardar in the Deccan.

e From an early age, he showed leadership qualities and a keen interest in politics.
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Alliance & Hostilities:
¢ Over the course of his life, Shivaji engaged in both alliances and hostilities with the Mughal Empire, the
Sultanate of Golkonda, the Sultanate of Bijapur and the European colonial powers.

e Shivaji's military forces expanded the Maratha sphere of influence, capturing and building forts, and
forming a Maratha navy.

e The Maratha Navy guarded the Jaigad, Sindhudurg, Vijaydurg and other forts along the coast of Maharashtra.
Guerilla Tactics of Shivaji:

e Shivaji's armed forces had some major limitations. He did not
have the man or horsepower compared to most of his enemies,
especially during the early stages of his life.

e 'This meant that in conventional battle, he would have seldom
stood a chance against his foes.

e Unlike the plains of Northern India, suited to conventional battle
with large standing armies, the terrain of the Maratha country
was different.

e His men would travel in small, highly mobile and heavily armed
attachments, wreak havoc in the often sluggish Mughal or Adil

Shahi armies, loot supplies and treasure, and quickly retreat.

e With the Arabian Sea on one side, the Konkan plains in the centre and the Western Ghats overlooking the
plains, in the 17th century much of the region was covered in thick jungles.

e Warfare in such terrain is qualitatively different, with large conventional armies prone to getting bogged
down.

Significance of Forts (Shivneri, Torna, Rajgad, Pratapgad and Raigad):
e Fora long time in history, before air power took centre stage in military tactics and strategy, forts were
crucial to the defence of any country.

Geographical Factors:
e Opver his storied life, he captured multiple such forts, including Torna (when he was only 16), Rajgadh,
Sinhagadh and Purandar.

e Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, at the time of his death, is said to have control of over 200 forts across his
territories, with some estimates putting the number over 300.

Coronation:

e In 1674, he was formally crowned as the Chhatrapati (Monarch) of his realm at Raigad.
Administration & Civil Rule:

e He assigned separate responsibilities to the ministers and each of them was made responsible for his work
to him.

e He had a council of ministers (Asht Pradhan) to advise him on the matters of the state but he was not

bound by it.
e He also believed in religious tolerance and gave equal respect to all religions.
e He made no office hereditary.

e In general, he did not assign jagirs to his civil and military officers.

Art & Culture:

e The historical ﬁgure was not only a great warrior but also a patron of art and culture.

e He encouraged literature and music, and his court was a centre of creativity and intellectualism.

Death:

e 'The brave warrior died in 1680 but is still known for his courage and intelligence.

Contemporary Accounts:
e Shivaji was admired for his heroic exploits and clever stratagems in the contemporary accounts of English,
French, Dutch, Portuguese and Italian writers.

e 'The celebration of Shiv Jayanti was set by Jyotirao Govindrao Phule in 1870, and since then, people have
been celebrating the day with great zeal.
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e 'The celebrations were carried on by the great liberation fighter Bal Gangadhar Tilak. The freedom fighter
was also given the credit for drawing attention to the Maratha King’s contributions to the public during the
freedom struggle. Bal Gangadhar Tilak portrayed Shivaji as the ‘opponent of the oppressor’, with possible
negative implications concerning the colonial government.

Legacy:

e 'The Indian Navy’s INS Shivaji is named after him.

e The Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus, formerly known as Victoria Terminus in Mumbai is also named after him.

e Shri Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Memorial National Committee — Conceptualised & pioneered in 1981
by Late Smt. Indira Gandhi.

World Heritage List
Why in News

Recently two sites in Karnataka proposed for world heritage list.

Impnrtant Points

¢ The monuments at Shravanabelagola in Hassan and Lakkundi in Gadag districts are set to be proposed for
inclusion on the tentative list of UNESCO World Heritage Sites by the State Department of Archaeology
Museums and Heritage (DAMH).

e TheTentative List provides a forecast of the properties that a State Party may decide to submit for inscription
in the next five to ten years.

e To be considered for final declaration as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, a monument must first be
nominated for inclusion on the Tentative List.

e The monuments must be on the list for at least one year before being proposed for inscription as a UNESCO
site by the State party.

e The UNESCO Tentative List currently includes 50 Indian monuments.

Shravanabelagola

e Shravanabelagola . Temple ' complex ' on B
Chandragiri Hill is one of the most important
places of pilgrimage for followers of Jainism. e o e

e [t is famous for the statue of Gomateshwaraa, T PRg— e =S
considered to be one of the world’s tallest free- |, P e
standing monolithic statues. i\, s ‘e

e Itwascarved from asingle stone and consecrated ———
in 981 CE.

e Shravanabelagola is also where the Mauryan ! 1 o | .
emperor Chandragupta Maurya is said to have ihar] [Agra Fort, Uttar Pradesh] |Chhatrapati . Terminus | | Nalanda
spent his final days.

Lakkundi

e Lakkundi is also known as ‘Lokkigundi’.

e It was a significant city a thousand years ago.

e It was one of the capitals of the Hoysala Empire.

e 'There are over 50 ruins of ancient temples scattered throughout the village, dating back to the periods of
the Chalukyas, Kalachuris, and Suena.

e 'The area has over 100 stepwells, also known as ‘kalyani’, each displaying stunning architectural beauty.

What is UNESCO tentative list?

The UNESCO tentative list is an inventory of those properties which each State Part}r intends to consider
for nomination.

If a state party considers a monument or site has cultural or natural heritage of outstanding universal value

then the state prepares a list of such sites and sends it to UNESCO.
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e The UNESCO after accepting or rejecting inclusion of such monuments, forms a tentative list.

e A position on a eeuntry'e tentative list does not eutemetiea]]y tender that site with world heritage status.

e It is mandatory to put any monument/site on the Tentative List (T L) before it is considered for the final
nomination dossier.

e After a site is listed as a tentative site, the state party has to prepare a nomination document that will be

considered by the UNESCO World Heritage Committee for a World Heritage Site.

What is a World Heritage Site?
e A World Heritage Site is a location having an “Outstanding Universal Value”.
e According to the World Heritage Convention’s Operational Guidelines, an Outstanding Universal Value

signiﬁes cultural and/or natural signiﬁeenee which is so exeeptienel as to transcend national boundaries and
to be of common importance for present and future generations of all humanity.

'The Sites fall into three categories:
e Cultural heritage: Cultural heritage entails an Outstanding Universal Value from the point of view of

history, art or science, and includes monuments, groups of buildings, and sites which are the combined work
of nature and human agency.

e Examples include the Taj Mahal, the Statue of Liberty, and the Sydney Opera House.

e Natural heritage: The Sites under natural heritage are those having an Outstanding Universal Value from
the point of view of science, conservation or natural beauty, such as the Sundarbans Natural Park or the

Victoria Falls.

e Mixed heritege: A mixed site comprises components of both natural and cultural importance.

Difference between a World Heritage site & Tentative List

e A World Heritage Site is a place that is listed by UNESCO for its special cultural or physical significance.

o 'The list of World Heritage Sites is maintained by the international ‘World Heritage Programme’,
administered by the UNESCO World Heritage Committee.

e For getting its heritage site considered for inscription on the World Heritage List, the country makes an
inventory of important natural and cultural heritage sites located within its boundaries.

e 'This‘inventory'is known as the Tentative List.

e Making it to the tentative list thus is the first step for any site which seeks final nomination for becoming
a World Heritage site.

Restoration of a 12th Century Chola temple
Why in News

A 12th century temple of the Chola dynasty, with striking architectural features, is in a dilap-
idated condition at Mundlapudi village on the outskirts of Tirupati.

Impertent Points

e 'The temple was raised on an ‘Adhishtana’ (basement), the walls decorated with Koshtas, Makara Thoranas,
miniature shrines and ‘Kumbhapanjara’ pillars.

e 'There are also some sculpted idols of Nataraja, Venugopala Krishna, musicians and dwarfs engraved in the

typical Chola style.
e The name of the village Mundlapudi was originally known as Munaipundi or Muniyapundi.

e It was also called as Sivapadasekharanallur, after the title of King Raja Raja Narendra, in an inscription of

Vikrama Chola (1118-35 CE) engraved on the mouldings of the temple basement.

e 'The inscription also records that the income of the village was donated to light the lamps at Parasareswara
Swamy temple in Yogimallavaram, located just less than a kilometre away.

e 'There is no Krishna idol in the temple and the villagers are worshipping a mere photo frame of Lord

Krishna.

Art and Architecture

e After the Pallavas, Chola dynasty became the main power of Southern India and emerged victorious among
other kingdoms.
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e 'The capital of Chola dynasty was the city of Thanjavur

e 'They advanced as far as Bengal, Sri Lanka, Java, Sumatra and had trade links as far as Indonesia.
e 'Their military and economic power was reflected in the grand architectural productions under

e the period at Thanjavur, Gangaikondcholpuram, Darasuram, Tribhuvanam.

¢ 'They had built more than two hundred temples which seems to be continuation of previous

e Pallava architecture with some variations. The Chola kings earlier built brick temples and later they built
stone temples.

e 'The first Chola ruler Vijayalaya Chola built temple at Narttamalai. This is a stone temple. It is one of the

finest examples of the early Chola temple architecture.

e Balasubramaniya temple of Kannanur in Pudukottai region and Thirukkatalai temple were built during the

period of Aditya-I.
e Nageswarar temple at Kumbakonam is famous for sculptural work.

e King Parantaka I built Koranganatha temple at Srinivasanallur (Trichy District). Muvarkoil of Kodumbalur.
They are good examples of the later Chola architecture and sculpture.

e Besides all these temples of the Chola period, the greatest landmark in the history of south Indian
architecture is Brhadeeswarar temple at Tanjore. This is also called as big temple. It has many architectural
significance. It was built by Rajaraja 1. This is the largest and tallest temple in Tamil nadu.

e Rajendra Chola built a temple at GangaiKonda Cholapuram which is also equally famous. King Rajendra
Chola added credit to the Chola art and architecture.

e King Kulothunga I built a temple for Sun God at Kumbakonam. This temple is first of its kind in the south

Indian architecture.
e Rajaraja II built Airavatheeswarar temple at Dharasuram.
e These temples amply illustrate the style of architecture between 8th to 12th century CE and

e its influence may also be seen on the architecture of temples of Ceylone and those of SE Asian
e kingdoms like SriVijay (Sumatra) and Chavakam (Java).

e Raj Raja I has constructed a Shiva temple at Polanuruva at Sri Lanka in the same pattern of
e (Chola architecture.

Features of Chola Architecture

e Chola temples can be categorised in two groups —

Early Temples and Later Temples; early temples

are influenced with Pallava architecture whileg \

later have Chalukya influence.

e Temples were surrounded by high boundary wal
unlike Nagara.

e The earlier examplﬁ were modest in size and while
later ones were hugﬂ and largﬂ with Vimanas or

e Gopuras dominating the landscape.
e Initially, the gopuram features were more prominent but in the later stages, the vimanas took the forefront.

e 'The spire in in the form of stepped pyramid, popularly known as Vimana. Pallava influence may be seen in
spire/vimana similar to Rathas, an octagon shaped crowning element known as Shikhara.

e The sanctums of the Chola temples were both circular and square in size and the walls of the inner sanctum
sanatorium were beautified. On the upper side of the sanctum special vimanas are built with dome shaped
sikhara and kalasa which were also there on the top of gopurams.

e Panchayatan style, but no vimana on subsidiary shrines.

e Absence of lion motifs in pillar’s base as seen in the Pallava architecture, but presence of Kudus

e decoration, however, it is little bit different with that of Pallavas.

¢ 'The temple mostly consists grabhgriha, antarala, sabhamandapa. Many temples are having pillared
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